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The rectification of all these conflicting misstate-
ments and errors was not completed until much later,
but it was first made possible by the circumstance to
which I have alluded. This was the finding of a dedi-
cation to Sir William Herbert and Sir William Pope,
Knights of die Bath, in Barnabe Barnes' tragedy, The
Divils Charter, dated 1607.
It was an exciting moment. A new line of search
had been opened; the old impasse had vanished.
Knights of the Bath could be traced more easily than
mere commoners, and this one was linked to a poet.
He was obviously either the William Herbert of the
D.N.B., honoured for his services to Prince Henry, or he
was an entirely different person. I knew that he was not
the knight of this name who had published Baripenthes
in 1586, for the latter had died in 1593. Unfortunately,
although the D.N.B. could tell me much about Barnes,
it was silent about Herbert, but the fact remained that,
whoever he might be, he was a close friend of one of
the best known younger poets of the past' decade.
And through this poet I felt that a connection with
Shakespeare might well be established.
According to my diary this happened on iyth April.
Soon afterwards I was doing some research on the
exceedingly rare quartos of a man who already inter-